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North American Conference idf5 tMae cBarl®dr
by I sabel Stanl

set the tone ear|l
rl\]lgrtBr?rbAan:eariT:yaT] S TheBarbaraPym Society Eﬁﬁggfa Tuchman's comme
17th Annual d Ho er catches

was hel d at t he B North American Conference )—sawra\f ar P p
Uni versity, was wel :urprgsgémag mgnt and nc
cr owd of 102 t hatti t|n’e’stSa technlque espe
attendees as -twierhd fa Marpla an'd Letty’'s retir
t he Society. Our ,fR.;vnoahné"ps'tz con'tlnﬁe
Cocking, was sorel Quartet e Iu58kt9 connect 1n ‘
forward t o seeing E € mVéornaen S ret_|rement .
felicitous weather 1 the "Deputy Assistant Di
Th lnA_utumn bl oavi ating about Letty

e Church of t h ousl'y )
wel comed us back f = wh i”thF knew nothing.
Friday wevening. Th ,’l %besbeorvaeidedthat part of Lf
with bunches of spr - / Wa ﬁyegﬁgsgther people
milk bottles, which S ° aﬁ&érd
next day and were Eﬁ‘\j‘\j rbu.veunndrsy morning Em
after the conferenc ' ' e ¢ éinr?gg QLfPym among the
ol d friends and gr tro% Slr,ne of MarIC|§1. S
del icious dinner Wi XVPPI ,ﬁé@rotmhofa@ne§asylmvgn1
American Organi zer .Gé'"&g new book builds on
fiendishly hard bu g '8&?”Ce- She sees
entertainment . Wi nners and os.erss\né(}ésa CHhEEF?!ﬂ r‘r]ort
participants certainly had ie%'ocotd'qq %haracte ou
The conference commenced i\'}ﬁh'ecar}ns’eesetS heSn&tau daeydWodr%qt g
with a continental breakf agd Contents by To
Sopko and greet.lngs from IV|2015 North American Conf e 1ffcetR8
Barba_ra Pym Society, who ha'Summaries of Conference P rgr t
occasion. O0Hereb6s to us theno 2
Tim Burnett set the stage i ' ) r
boo®uartet ,inby\uéxami ning t 6Change ahd decay in all 3 Jroun
represented in the four mai The Experience of *not | 3 ng',q
the book. He also reminded 'Some indefinite music 4 lritai
t he 1970s, whi ch provide t Barbara Pym Among the M 5 |rnBim
usual good humor suffused Jinterview with Arthur Bos 5 pmod
information. We Knew BahbabDacumentary 6
Kathy Ackley continued to |ymeeting Barbara Pym g |[he noa
by examining the failure dppj jp Larkin: Life, Art 8 FU%WS
connietct each other, their rBookCrossing Convention 9fare
system, and the church. Sh . ted
l'iving in'ftafne)t;haestteismerememweb Archive . 9
present through a very darkThe Westo.r) LU ary o
After an enjoyable box | ufPym in theéeERbovynGasdens 10lgf ¢t
vi dde with (MOFIMPamdPym' s|News from the Winners 10
(1991) A detailed synops|Gleanings 12lhe m
Pym quotations and charactelObituaries 12s pro
to help make it easier to flchairmands Chat 14 | inl
video on YouTube have been |Rampiing Rose 1 s}
In his presentation Nicklthe Barbara PymoB®ciety 2 15pd
|ndeteeruacyea|nd hel ped U{coming Events 15
connection t o | at e Modernilphot o Gallery 16l0Nnal
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h other outside of the offi
e lunch at the Rendezvous a
transition for Letty, Nor
acquaintances who once worked
a meaningful connection with
was laid in their daily intera
Marcia | ooked after her appear
Once she retires, she stops 1| o
making small tal k, forgets to
irritated by any thought of he
One of the many admirabl e asp

The conference concluded swkitlhl ai dr emmat hgedpenoddi ntgo wiarr dr
The Mighty Pynmi Piltagg e Psssi, Malrictiiaes sf at KKéangeakest: Edwi
adapted by Tom Sopko. The ahi sctoinoeirget abenhe w0éarhedeaactt
were much appreciated by atlhle, cahnudr cthhe soenfadr evoaoek eadj awrd
on a distinctly mirthful ndegrae ebmwi phrhpgoepantse dashb
the airport or train statiefnf owhti |teo o6tnnaekres cloinntgaecrtedd ofro ro k
and brunch. they have done their duty by M
an eye on herd have been as uc

O6Hereds to us, thenf®r Thsewepdy frieeuvetriyetso @andyi
Rewards of o6making TchontC%t'c't""(fPSi3 nand death of Mar

. strengthens the ties among Lei

Quartet n AUtIu a bonding that previ

' s
by KathyperCpHIeXNho really benefit by 6
\)

colleague tells oluntarhyetdyci ablutwoakenr BdawimresBeambnd
Make conbtyacftorce, if nectersamsgended itelvei meeairdlti eranrel a
benogtewardingd (32). The samoetememt i ns tamusbiengg nwii tnkg iitss r
startling suggestion that ffrorec@d smi ght be necessary, but
advice represents one of thMarecowdlsostmanpongthieimesof mhaekrn
contact with others can bfeeedi hg-beoufhgwedbdt even camparltsea
enriching. As the novel d Nmo nmsatnr, a taensd, Eadlwmmsigateher ybaega
tries to make contact withdedihka st bempéntad bottal eeoft abhe
but ultimately the novel day molkat iing estersitleidngilny tdhid f BT a
heartfelt and genuine intemoeélati NawhNpr maat mwvkeseandexe
among its central charact etrtsenodoMar( ild,) , whemphassisdisn @ n cteh e
overtures results in her peemanenitoni sas &ec iNotrin;am,, ilse tat )
t feai t areonnect, while Let tpyo,weNoranaenr, head B&wi dimeve Sitt
from a relatively superficeinclouirmigerda dtyi oNortmana asgtr d&nlgve m
personal and decidedly b eregf ialfif B 8 microghnd dtoiugmt witthimt o rod
anot her . possibilities for change6 (218
Pym views the |ives of these
unflinchingly detached yet con

that familiar undercurrent of

Larkin call s-hamourdéd kv e bWRYorodi

247) . Mar ci ads death i s i nevi

cautiously optimistic. Letty

di fferent from her past. She

changes might occur , just that
are |ikely to be good. The cor
the feelbegneofexwmpgeédi enced by N
Edwin come from their having n

with one another, and that is
possibility for change, and wt

Each o charactetbemi weshasoonk,cantdi déece. i sol
i ntensi i ir feeling, o atbf?pg-lg @R Eésyqorf %a%ﬁ jpsﬁ
culture of t Os. WithymRpY,EF M MOEE IwiRde d infTFdics 3
di fficult o] sting tONvaheIs €gf T &idb ad &iCt th g |
t he them(_a of failing to PEF )\;vhég ai’é f'sﬁé igrtai ?u"ﬁ
Letty fails to make contacntI A Z:}ﬂor"?‘ew g n - ah p?[p u.@%h Eln
Not only Letty, but _Notmasn ml\gqrq:|rq,meag dEn‘Eiy"‘%'tner a_'tlourIQ
connect when opportunities arl e. Al 'l o] t hem voi d se
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6Change and decay in Fyim cantownwnes Iwigéeelher inter
by Tim Bdrrreeatdty divided the Quartet i

. _ hajr;. Edwi and ettty (very pc

Quartet iomeAst uvhnt h a des%'h'ep‘i/v'o?lrl'dogaltle'gg—é) f1efol 6 N
charactersd hair; it endysy Wi tph i hrhes, (b?rehr%erpnsgl%ctlfr
canned food from the store,\r'ooron{%nofanahgﬂa,r@icgnf}]gt deic e@s e
fourth character. As Pym says LHs tih dnhoevrellunéclhn oug@ me s ul
way this reflected their dif r‘?éeﬂlétf}%ﬁéﬁ‘ch%%?‘? Service i
gi ven Py mds own experience of

Norman visi-tdhawi Kebr oPgerr recal

hospital det ail, the bottle of

pl astijcugwaanedr gl ass, the met al

curiously shaped Ovds&& afataer
which he suspected was somet hi

Lifestyle is a |large section.
Seventies are: Edwi nds teashop
orangeovneark,e Gamageods, a ramsha
where you could get anything,
" B been pull ed down; t he Georgi a
S orked repl concrete st
In_the same way, her eye ﬂlgyrgpt f‘P‘, F?nlo&/s Crp]eurrctno | Podcik et
society in which they "Ve'va'nrhaﬁ‘"i”sqn, eyl é’VIJICSIS] |rluif ioh Bo'
whole, the novel is less 0GRLULGHHO galtemehq ™! Wi ¢h Migedc
no | onger a parish, but an Aosffeilcv@a SI,n BEarribtaaria” htEep%?¥
settl(@lgar,ftoevvtgs a de_cade of_ Hdr”tainccdlaa)( G T nselnSare d $ ?, %IeSev nw
unrest and industrial strife, very Jlfferent f m ge«
which Pymdéds early novels arEi'“@elﬁufrfl'eht@tmeLQv'é@‘én-tWroeapderMQJQj
when a strike or the threatlrodfnia YystGojlklee gpey. tChaembnfiindedres. cFao
government to-depf woo&i ag t helek! ht€o Bsraivtel sh Library, he he
energy, and another period®l @WHinhdty h SWiARRWBT Nreg a3 @tNido SC | @P
American support for Israel in the Yom Kippur War caused
prices to rise fourfold. At Thiee Eexrpenbi emicee daekt aden oBtri t
enjoyed t he OWi nter of DiGe amteeant 6 j nwh 8Gu abraer eat tphyqzm Su
gravediggers went on strike, |l eaving the dead bLynliRlaﬁln%d L,If
characters are approach|ng ?tflr seventies,
harsher, noisier world. é/ ihgdaal wa Itrpeggr\?%céjna?
Wel f ar e Stcaatlee, ilmamigger ati on, I‘\% Ell—f‘@ \ﬁl*?heéjlar !
was to develop into the Euroopretan 'on"lzj,S &d ac 3%?'@% taOWE
very differ®ome fTamet@azeloifgnmarrs |ed, attach
How does Pym, with her ngfhatlegter_o'bge?t)ﬁt\”f)hfe wo @ fk rreohde
society that was SeventiesQUEitiedid Ni AUEUMNHe texture of
novel ? The answer comes in sixX 4 el fare St
I mmi grati on and Rac e, Nutritic al Heal t |
Servi ce, and | astly, Lifestyl e, 18, aspir
prejudices and sensitivities.
There are some twenty referen e State i
the novel. Early on Marcia is ing her |
hours in the public |ibrary wh 6l eafl et
pamphlets setting out wvarious for the
in the Borough of Camdenéd.
I mmi gration impinges directly Her | andl

Mi ss Embrey, sells the house. describir
new owner . 6He iis bl ack, then?o0 a he Hungari a
6Certainly his skin is not WE‘I%rtt "y dr d'e€9? d8T Swh
which of us, for examthe”toé’c u' 1 Yd SQeMyRyeother b
replies Miss Embrey. rs, Py novels foregrounde
I n the seventies there begLEtttyo b&N ot L K ,ntPeyrnbs!?eri%elnfu’tr
Janice is appalled by MarcF96§'Qj?re?q,%fon§|E{|ﬁ,g'5]E°rittarUCl
tinned food. O0Fresh vegetab"‘{ ,a%\(/%.rﬁc'ir?g oﬂlyraad,'ccaf‘tibavq'ee,WV
be better than processed pee esryoe{]r?dsap;?l_néisp Ft'octhnag_resy 4
tinned peaches. d they marr yarod dwrae/ese:thldfd_rcm

is not necessarily or unqualif

E2015 The Barbara Pym Society Green Leaves, Bpring 2



Pym grants her readers antowmes aald dvagredel obemateby adadva
perspective on womenQsatrithnenteX i dianvneisng Manyt i of sm of the n
Aut Umsin most poignant mo me ntwh ocloemep ofimamwhet an' ol @fltady tr
painfudwasehéss, and t he degreeo Heo, whidbdloutshientending i
understands how the world mewsl haebroutHenrot fhiingnd BMat donige
suitor thinks of her as 06 Miasnsd SDoenbeotrhaihn gDo naa tnoo,t |Iv ee xya minrt ead
person whose name he hadn'1t2 cianugddt @i |[Foandhewasparats,ci hatt
6knew that she was not a veopgstanteresgatnigo mp,erismfngr nsaot i sohne
not go into too much boringffetailthatth st hmoryeyoproetpeorplhea
Like the rest of the noveltbepopétngongi 65t se, Lebtdelgiraepate

mi ssed connections: 6Someb oddyh ahta dd arye atchhee df oouurt otfo wahredns wheenl
They could have spoken andtamds.nk might have been forge
bet ween two solitary people ; ) y had fail
make contact. 6 Yet in spite of t e or | ess
61t was a comfortable enough | steril e,
even deprived. But deprivation aving had
somet hing to b deprived of é an er really

e
anything much. &

Pym shows us a variety of ways rotagoni st

ofQuartet ffai Auteoamaonnect, as wel mpt s

to addresssdmantstquésti on posed 1t

not the experience of fAnot havi as someth
with its own validity?6 Pymbés r al worl ds

6popul at ed by women with thMe embusobnaterebibiamme amd
resourcefulness required tsou mmaveg afl o@e@ach occhapbercaafe tfh

t hemsel ves whi | e sharing swiatchei nwietatt hpt Bosi 6 g Whew tthheeik
worl ds are upended, Pym' ' s womer &d moasi Eal usapgrechbest e
they fix a strong cup of tbead amaod. pRY mh, trheetnhseerl vtehsa nt ougse tnl
Furthermore, they are eithher 6eacly |l sovelwomemde 6@ XCieme ¢
being shorthantdetiavedpr opredandvebthbyspyi wes ti me markers s
trying very hard to be, a nadr gfueldl (sfuppbetivhgtReb elrothnJ UQre
prai s&de i New i orlk®xx:el bent | iWoknkenPym to arti st Edwar d Hc
arriving on these shores imi caNulgenvtchaywkefresmagahedywiet h il
startling reminder t hat soséetuideg mawo ubled dheoaeanpeed redc ht &
l'ivel vy, full novel can beTheonsenmsuet el peonitntrledsys nwistshi ran
precincts of that regressivmearnirng,e, | fami nPflynmed spavwvorekced.od
Pym made heroines of soci @adihye ImaB egd kneatlt , wolnoesne pihn Cept & d
and even because of their niuenldagnhittfyu,l icnobmiicn gmotnheenitrs |h evrees,
meaning, relevance, and a Qgnuoiveetl saosstamfedheeniisaml | Foseni i
whose most enduring charactBamrdvaame Pgmliwath mhsesf maski mgd
who could easily have felt |1 keguatfeai leuxrtee nbsyi vtehley sftracnmd aEM
ti me Pym showed determinaFowm Quarhtsehtospehswv @y anaen.d e

novels remind her readers tHhagudbevi Theyt saél Di mes d4d efeltu
i

t hat it is the small, ever ypdayy pexpudraité rome s tthteato mi grhd rhaasv

their meaning. the mysteriousness of Mar ci a

Raina holpass tdegrees from CeomputrﬂbniesngPE(/'Echﬁlf'g’"toaAHJoﬁum'e see€

Yale and writes about fem|nha|sn§ PhEFEt Ods M %H‘Ea‘é'“anwf't.

cul turPel.ougdes hvalreerse s he wr ot rb%'uto%g?ﬁ"ﬁpg er cha

Pym in 2013. She lives in Brp'“b kq(é/ wh ey arrive in ch

ously arranged art

up t he nder fully Reaurap It eext i nig

'Some i ndef:i nTarmre mumsdud umn t is the greatest work

|l ndet er nmpuwaarctyeti ni n Awntld me much other fiction of t
bWick TPrmdrse 1 1.

his paper stems from my plrsbhak! jly By YesSHi JOskehy T

with this novel: at firaﬁt,Asﬁpc'saee 'el Cctounterfi vatld tahred

colourless, and | felt thatSajldopduyadfie \ﬁ‘e@étﬁ’esesd Ne tBeay tbhagr fa

h

e Im@@rﬂbh'\@ﬂ’@_?'&@'ﬁﬁ
% h |Q,fh itthee Wrpipt| ebrnse ]
"d- to achieve a uni

bl eaker or sadder, with a $tPoFRgeBriid
Quartet hasAstuomong for mal d®@dNdi®gst o
alerts us to, and that PymCob¥&eathiay
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Barbara Pym Among the ®™Mondephesndi The nChkder o f
Mar ciQuairnt et in Aut Ffhmhtics Ofte” di agnose Marcia
by Emily 8 H\%L9s8.q Bu .although Marci a r
fooé; an act|on t hat she con
eading VirgAnRaomvool f, ®9aashbsus PWeeper, a social role), s
Barbara Pym certainly didgl,ea@nerashtehkl ahku Blp palchiet ef
prescience with which Wool fmesaee msi ttta eh avee rperre,d|a:ﬁ@ds|ﬁ>ymﬁ
calling as a novelist. CleadleysPemdfuktkilsignihecBrhekbeatk
by Wool f for female novelistagr vwahto ol @8 sUBymBOI Yc PbRCAET
record, for exampl e, éinftnhtelyigoubrsactuirvee|y|Vﬁ§6|oehrgdert
i mportance of 6small things.TheBltasisi nfumndamgmieali nwap/ysmoRsy

departs sharply from Wool fporsi ngi @awoaf aH! tithrcagleapé 0gmess
particularly as iQuaereéeni hnguhpiwemMeand bersonal alterat
Pym |l ooks pointedly at t hehuGniame beefgbt S omét itMees dniaSviel NrEd

between the ongoingiproouegmesst.e@ds at 6UlPtyynde fictional prc

Wool f deisacnrdi btehse irthyt hms ofsthengthwli vi dwalsjhtmathat she ¢

lives lived within that cukbthdfact eFPr saubMoedcerr nihsetm Itiok & "

cul tural shifts i mply the jgrfaduadnd o9B6WI ntthemf beas i higc!
placed on women; for Pym etxhcehyanigmMBlgy s @i |lexosngnihngvmr of St r

moorings that, for t he indgiuwrdeal begiens !l t8 fidrnd al eetwr i
i solation, both Iliteral andr eptidrid uladst meaning to their

' Dr Emily h®ttl daskar dPhD from t he

North CGhapelnaHi I I and I|ives i

Associate Professor of Engl i sh

she specializes in Renai ssan

Shakespeare.

Il nterview with Arthur
by Libby Tem

|l Quartet ,i nPyAhuteuxrtyl or es hoMc ot urodl wsonbdvekt sa, certain 3
wi t hin whi ch individual s df onecamd 1y aa ncdo mMied & motlwietr ¥ o s hia
shifted and vanished entireby, tktavisBgohhecrgehsagbgquwet,|
perform increasingly futilemaoli oaveotmemndkegd eo s Jeret umies
contrast to Woolfods argumerRestilsatantcke gpaspadpaseli &i omende
in the accumul ation of perepeaphavesn eachrahcevhi aht el &«
oneds understanding of the norsut hp o ptuilmer faonwmd Peyrmmdwsr iimgdi oh alr
far from a medium of acciuniuldraitliloingntilty i pl ay eé dibym Aorft hluors s
narrowing rather than enl aurmgd eirgc o vledwionf,f i cer dkagpl sed ha
become al most a parody of tthhee cchhuarrcahc t cerr @wl ehru,moaunrd dvehriilvee d
habit certainly gives him pr omdWwnte 6Ereagihzewohids i tciomer,ec
actions have become somewhattempotito. sdiyahlGootdo mor mé¢ ko got
cul tural shifts that have lhedt bbeameomphatiedyaldi csdtockmpg terd
clings to her Iifelong habi tAotfhwWr essd ngosei babty. hAbehau
is no question tha she woudar eetrt eanmpd rhdree d cupi etl o flaiswhé oinm
mi#sikirt, the act of buyinglaew gkathas ithetheaaoefuhi Por
l ooks forward to, almost rerfdexntvley ybecbmava3Ir wstgaes zi ng

I n t he character of Mar cecant ePhyam y p oBatrrbaayrsa tFyem meverdty
gestur al life writ | arge. LMareaiaa usr el iFfesthasal b eamamea ha pa
the common domestic actionsArttthatr wage ahelydn fam,hémtaodeac
communal meani ng. Even stopglkgy | a ngmajoore 0parctu pibno ag Wr adnrda me
collecting milk bottles woudndd htalvies hlagld meanme gd mnmn éiheg c® &
of the warti me awalr iymeneerds .adtdotwhifslboaytear 6s conference.
Marcia |ives alone, her actLiivibtyAretsh ulra v ey olue choeneea me b sae shsoi u
gestures, often of a purel ¢r abithwoewe rdyi dn gtowr gget antéhes hel é mMme
that she performs actions tRat:hsba&vicd e@r ddya | d(@daok vort ott cel @ m
volunteer worker for a nameltedssn émahtee, pamay arnedp rebsseer
cul tur al progress, a met hogarafi cakarhyg itrhtadr etsiteedvVv uilhn émoay
members of the population aae garwved faoryeHbyu tddedlaH it ihgea hiadsi |
intention of adjusting her @dyfnrkiienrgd t®f atcteo Mmpw dRbd el aud hc b
change and resists the youhgkwoeomahe whpymwe h@i o itelws sce nae
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second G&AIrl @ snd Alfd &5 , I recei e d bagVhpahto ndeo cyaolul laotve about he
l1pm on a Friday afternoon askritnlgulrmet hiifn kI hwears dppeealf oah & mg
ten weeks and woul d | comeadeorsr Wmenulditiosat? deavkntheal oo
took one |l ook at the scriptliakned Mihlodurgehd anYde SDiuil YCEi 3€a swWdari es hiic

one! d The audition went welrlealli sfei tttheadt tthhee ypda reth upshtiyadeilscyabdid
very tall and | have a big adasald)ly acnodn saitd ebrpend tth@aa éeaéeei f
rang to offer me the part. fOuitemds hihp &fl uByl dbiee warad Yi oloa
a Friday afternoon, my | ifeacmaalgedshe says itanmd lilt biesm
enjoy the way she wuses det ai |
charattcherbottle of Gumption, t|
way Pym sees the world and th
make up icghre liisvesre supreme obs
observe peopl e conisamlnyt | syhd nd oa
so much better! But her wri ti|
word Ttheaway she | ooks at peo

about their Iives
Li bbbyl f any of the novels wer
which character would you |i ke
Art:huoooh! Wh a 't a delicious
S0 R would probably be top of t he
Arthur Bostrom Everard Bone (and not just bec
LibbyHow do youdbAkkb? 6AWl abldut exasper aA ele b yGrTedemtilne af¥ e s
Art:hulkr am stil]l in touch wndéer sntaannyd ofiilshy e rd uegag ecdatssf A
members and some have becontoclcilfeevieo nagn dj rHaebnidasn. DIrhievreer was
sort of family feeling amonglLiubshb Whata@us en ewet afcaredy duwget hei
nine years and then many of Aus:habpbpdaredntao eher @itmdger eslaln

which toured the UK and abriomdLi ¢hheebkds a foodie theme &

I am enor modAl yoipgd Aled ohmafs Deerdi Ri nde Tartare! |l 6m remind
to it. There hawserkean ngeyieaaddsrtideadcsat eéBgpe bewhan Py imvimboned Al
version is performed frequdntwlays lays kaemat eumpdnamaniew 4s5da
But I did get to the pointtaowhappedr niermdeldar actdars,t asi@el my
from it and-ihveeath emysehf, rwas then taskemet dbhakbeyi where
LibbyYrthur, you told me indr@xsfserdd atsh aat byaoguu BdEmt eea tc IhdyBtagbreenfd e
stage to film and TV and, rtehaidsi ntgi nyeo, u rt hbei osgtroarpeh yh,a dy ooupre ncee
si néclel | os &eArhd ot o refl ect t hahap pWhrast tlnpaweo meeaeamdt have t hei
highlights? people wal ked down the aisles
Art:hulr | oved ever§eeni HaoweThdp HRiags é a, slightly hoirifie
at the Royal Exdmaadgeée hiem Mapnetolopel &et elti toerr al |y di ved down si
tour so that was a real hi gml icohmp.l eWee odemhbiade d fi twhant tt diel
Twel fthndNi ghtpl ayidd shMelnv otlo ar ggreenmdbaerme and a human baguet't
that we were in cricket gedamheaedi ht soemehowg wioires .my Iy etlH @
cregsasr ters over my <cricket whites! I also |l oved working

wi th Katieshted Maad her own theatwé KHePE "B I3"HFabacument ar
was i n her TrreodRacovthildsrwdd fit h  Ni gh't H:)y L|nda cDo

with her, but this time | was Sir Andrew Aguecheek

the consummata jpayftes swomlka | i dhscovered Barbara Pym |n tf
LibbyHow did you come to b Aopgebama Bpypmkisagnd l e Avenue,
Arthur I had a really gookdnfdroinen dMyf rloimf einwaer 8 ecy i gay
said to me, 616m going to detlibma jaolfF adzvua, tebemvigeiag €doc
you a novel that | think yabu omidghftore mje®yk.ssp athadt tnoheel S
Excell emtndWdmemnwas | ove at fheskedegdt TRPspbka@uemeOodfmumb
reading alill hwars npoavretliscul arly intrigueds by iplom®1913
titles. | was vaguely aware of the namgyBarRara Pym and
the renewal offi 1 6dt erreeasdt Dawi derCeci |l 68 jved here
endorsement of her. But | think back mogwoyeothe gift my f
gaveiwheat a gift to give someone! And made all the more
poignant by the fact that hée Ofasn etVeermlrheaqu‘%/ Qfi 1 Barbama B
died shortly afterwards. reader I "went to the Q
Li bbywhich is your favouri r@mmeﬁovn&yl ?deIJagme avine @ u dreer
Art:thuFor many Jyaerme sand,tP k&g b ertorWanneen first time. Bar
more recently | t WNonkondwRePd FRgbdNdo ! sdhypd never known,
Loy e the sout her nmost girl sé hi gh
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Il nve

rcargil I, New Zeal and. Hadzalr liys adtli Itlh ewrbiotoiknsg weet r8e6a.d

i mported from Engl and. We ®llat wanise®dn dhor aguett. t o London a!
soon as possible. I made sever al visits to Cha
I arrived in the UK in 1964zéb. studyofved tbkbredrypemarndheat
Central School of Speech anhde alir amar mnead Swiugs ernty agnu.c hl tw
l'iving then, if | had only Kkemevmbeéerntred wantdi rn ad kmidl ea bodfu tB.ar
As a student | was watchi nAgveBruetat a sniecevil yLule ovaerrdi nlgr dn
the war. An ol d and fadedneiioghlcceurisn @aheywylwleraend héagenog
Hampstead sweet shop annoummcerd tthlee Pegmdsiodt er st iammndi nwer e
Bombsites were rubbl e str ewnhebyutkneaw,ntayndwitthhe rla sfeebsayy | vei Itl
her b. Every cheap bedsit | rewmrt ec hwa s ma nmu sMiuenh ad | f OMitl ises
fifties d®cor: worn | ino, 6 u gmyradniearni ingn baerhd ndli sac owverteai rF,r a
grubby cupboard with sparsei thSpptehd lcomakr.or yFrances i s no
Two decades | ater when | adiosnceovama d s Py ins mp kGuebddiean
student years sprangwasthee ChwbeworMd | dvedy hamndning and d
stockings and puty i heimmeoukidwphedrnmerikietwasFrassnces and Bar ba
i fool was back again in my Mintehmél|l ofasr &nteinsg dthlegr tpeodkp
dreary accommodati on. I | ovaeldmBstr beav eardyt lwing. hEBramwecegs emar
her acerbic observations. lherl waysbapongppadda BRAymarma my tHhoc
when | we nt abroad. They weirghtliietst Ilbeegamsedrahcasel hagdhtbe
safety in a tough and dangetrhoeu sBrwotrilsdnh. Muhsee ubnt hihcepi a mat fhaemi
the bombing of Tri paelhie amdndtihweetcfiiorrs)t. IBreagwewarr us we di sco
me t o he and her friendship with France
Then | went to visit Prudence
and her brother, the actor Jul
Prudencedbds parents, Gordon GI c
friends with Barbara and Hil a
wi th them. I was able to discc
l'ife and her relationships wit
I spent al most two years sear
deliciously handsome friend R
from the Bahamas where his fa
Bahami an parl i ament. I di scov
Roberts and Shelley Malone ha
postcards of the Bahamas. I 1
Shell ey Mal one and handwrote a
‘ email telling me that the | ett
Barbara and Hilary's hous®tipn Sa<riopopkesrviilr{ et Ad¥eBHYHBamas.
Later, I bought every copfyi lonfi ngy na |piccuwel da bfoiuntd . S cBoutts i
wasnot unt il 2008 that I didslciogletr edowr ePrPiymt e$o cSterteyetomt
web. | joined i mmediately aRoabetrhtesn. in 2010 di scussions be
about pl ans to celebrate Barlktartaobosk cae ntoenngni alonign t20nk3. He
about a documentary? | sugglelst add bwavbégantdniek'ragp)ofcd
BBC. It took them over a aygeeanrt tiam £€sheno, Auyedrddl ateero,l
hooked so my son Jonathan Midlclhed | Ramear tls sleitviomnmg itm trleeneB
Barbara on tape. wi t h Richar dos brotherds wido
I checked the BBC | ibrary naunndb efrouandd teéhtatl orng wlassta wWwe ospt
decades since anyone had mehdae man gl Va n@r oaggrraenende r &b arctt ant |
Barbar a. 60 Mi ss Py més Day Quwtn@t han 10mMdl |sttaororkeduPafii mia
Routl edge as Barbar a, Henr Ri elaavdyt whd whealeoutanhi ss of rwae
Barbarabdbs sister Hilary. | ffoal thitmhatHeP ptar indiea RO wtolnalckg d u
the right actress to bringtbmekaBarbheadi f flitc udlitdinedst hset rh
chords at all with the Bar bBarabdr &k n@fw d¢ eau mspe Bwradtt e Dtolvesi Di
I set out boldly to try andgEafrilnyd coruti ms2mu4 ht he hctoebkd
the real Barbara from thosePyonmf fhaenr amwd emamberndofcol hea&oe
alive. By 2012 Henry had goomme rHtidray ya nhda da dgdo ntewot o @ adndg
knew | had t o -kKoreo wgnu i acrkd cTIhoascebsettshte‘rdcedemeorftary I't has mad
Barbarads stildl _al|ve i s Hazeol e Oktnew Bhaerybar?aa‘g WQNrIf%d
at_ t he Internat_lonal Afric n a't hsatn Itl\}lll'[ccl’]%n ﬁ(a T‘?ngjéfﬁ/lt
friends Hazel i s BarbAra/(amz)bel)& P“yn? Conf renc i
Privaie Byeonder fully edltev\pllqollecn sale qp el?;nartq]aerqug,
l etters andAnbot®tbtsokaAsgarnedat bi ogr a qh
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Meeting Barbara Pym Philip Larkin: Life,
by Jennifer Hegggesames Booth (Bl ooms

I n the late 1970s | was a young li brarian in bay pPrhdrddmp oPBf
London (Ontario, Canada) blriqilnigbraartyhirAds WPineg roaf p My «
responsibil i tbeisl dvarsg, colllsep: to gy &y gfy MMdrew Motion and
ti me readienmgeviondgk Journalschal||@iﬁ@|ﬁ reegnekmb ednd James Be
exactly when | became awarienjgf nléavrbaanrda el%ygraogs nge meweodint
career but suddenly she was_,@avd@vourite.

In 1979, on holiday in Engl and, I wrote Barbara Pym a
|l etter, asking i f Esxhceelwoewltd Woingen
addressed it simply oO6Barbara Py ' Finstoc
Oxfordshire6. | envisioned knock with the
and a pen, and her signing the i ch | wo u
return to Oxford.

Bus service from Oxford to Fil.l equent . I
arrived early in the afternoon ve a coufg
hours | ater. I f she werenodt hom lenough j us
wal k about. The bus driver did r Barn Cotta
was but I soon got-byirkeckhonked:r
her door and there she was. Not Ivite me i1
i nsisted oina fceheeddidnagr mseandwi ch on
bread

She and her sister Hilary had | i ng making
j am. I didnoét know she was il ‘ been | ooki

forward to a nap. Hi lary announ
di scuss novelsd6 and went upstai
and writers but I donot remembej
Scrabble game in the room and it
Hilary playing. A cat (possibly
for a while. ) . ) )
She seemed very impressed ARAE RBNHaLOREFdFd | 0¥S gdth tho
Finstock from Oxford withouti ndefdtiamg goeardenatieg |l hoetrh e
was a bus back at 3.00. Sha BpgabdCimyi pemkamthdadmignivst rpa
TillieSiOlseawhs ch di scusses ]dldigiedh g rbyjionme pg Xeamrels®, isms o6not
the careers of both the acknhotw e®gles gekadr ahi $hbset WA
ed to writed. She thenuﬂéf/?f$ﬁ|e|¥o@fﬁ'10fhg"|dthr t ir \n&rds ewi

l eaving u
about n o\
There was
tagine her
1d sat wit

ceas
1955 redaseeamnd whriucde ncree Miedde&d Ladki nds posthumous repl
gave me. publicatiSeheof i h&BO9OR2s and of
She showed me where the bRiso&raphywasn alPd3we Moghi@ndsrst
goodbyes. | waited at the sathodp Wiudelny esxgese path MBY Afatr e nd s
Barbara joined me. She wen€Obh®@RfJU4Y&S.t h&amMochodt tWahgleM drid 9& N
moments | ater a car bawhkhsd Tdits &fo otkh @jf rfe?éréi@@th’ﬁlﬁeN@rS'
return bus to Oxford. HilarWhianhd dgafrfpearrsa Ternodm dMouwt g odrdisy ii Mg
to Witney where | would be albarekitngdsgeaaral wugearns okhoCoJVe,
they had dropped me off arfXf@éde WPOEIrEndheaWapleBRPBhEF ¥,
turned around in the passenrglErS sdMmt aihliemBeddOdt BHOtre ©Ed
the rear window until they medkdonutmopBsgugrette Colemand
Six months | ater she died.Bo@ddthekankipns i &hr pead oibt wa:
i Publ i sheraonsd Weaelkileyd, t o t el Welmlei ngtoQik.i ngh rpdapcskh i rie. He wro
candét believe | had the nemedofre deaVi REr i dutl948he BO®U INd

sent me on my way but she welflictoemea tnfei.r et hagls, | Whhiehfe f 9 ¢ &
from the wonderful recepti o2nb annedo npeodo khsi Swenroev €d d tSttil g aimb i N ¢
America, where they were beilh®lhiumds shebstomUibHd th|erdst00t||
I am now older than she wd9d4RheBoOhd Hioads mMuebBttpegomm

the Iibrary 1in 29t0|1meanfdremdﬂhfée@\)&%&‘éméﬂ"tese poems as o6driv
as a proof reader and indexd.l ijlcadépoinyd hgtedm@ar&ami wvasc b
knowing | am leading a |ifsetdishiaicdd opo AhRs&&é Ilievaed ngy V
characters. university I|libraries in Leices

. . hi ) oetr egan t o _attaln t
Jenniferhaldedpged i shed shorbaggaqugntyﬂpgu ST TR R
Canadian | iterary journals. She lves in ort Stanley, On
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of Larkinbdés poems. Booth has expert Mgl wlpoegdglgi 9fe t hese a
i s a huge fan, expressing his admiration WitB unbridl e
enthusiasm. 6Sublimed, 6 ex i"siWe%PsS Idd 1¢Smalsq e i AdEPTY
terms he uses repeatedly. (Hett@u/yoyww. wahar,ghyjvee. oy gy ik
Larkinds mature poetry andav&‘ﬁf@rb;fenh%ePSﬁBeto%'steyrGJaﬁ Mo s
regarding intertextual al k€3%%S and sources, I[ﬁ'fterar
bi ographical, for ideas and Yfagk€& [MAEbLP OPXFE:M ehTofd &
The tortuous co-ii e o6 EatkQnolel% oGymiggntisheofcontribut ors
Boot h The story is relatel® (SpUbFLAUENt H{STUe%id! G afkle
severalWipoﬂerﬁ)satsan'ﬂkaRogadnlormgNB)é‘%are a contributor who has
ot hers. Larkin was often g Ity? a't 9! aSclt e d VLro' L o®nfle n€ © MpSy'
shrank from any commit mentMe Ba”?natsreic iy’ YsbhrMREN M@ |
incompatibility with his firk j) 'l%_riap%,e ﬁPL!@B&tPPPOFPU“
Ot her aspects of Larkinoas LiNiiM@Sard te oHin?egr'?de, UShcd ulyii §i
l ove of jazz, his 6pornogr a%inlyls ttehaar"ma}'esf%b s& uff G plyUtayne afc
and his many friends, including hiis friendship with Bar!l
Pym, which he greatly valued. Boot hh&ccWesdnoan| fighehiar Yar
wrong. He claims that 6éin paying for rounds byf Yaoinmles Cec
was loudly stingyé. As a orid ane wd BioMK ieN & n € 2 MB A RF4QN ( diO
twenty years, I know that LR 8seldS iMool ¥sStorWrAdL90r B
defamatory. However, a fewgRi mor Mqaqlcthblzeosl 5@ Saisd et p et hyeSs t oS
interesting, informative andewgla¢ame | addieli@h FOuhBEL iOA
Larkiné literature. the renovation, designed by Wi
] A80 milfuadedpaytprivate donat
BookCrossing Convermhd Odlhel | of the old Ilisted
by Roserét &t hed, but the fa-ade over
ead, register, and releapsened rOUtt nte® w4 Mintwol 8 PYPI
BookCrossers: after reag ﬁs'”gbosopkacetﬁle‘?'y Sgimgd res g
Unique label and release i tPUYlntdy NOh eWaP | Gu t(tge dyy pan dy onEPy!l 2
a restaurant table ...). Th&hd Wthrbrneelh%t‘broaogkeifsl%%ra%gl?l?lﬁo\ﬁ
other reader it can be tra&lkeFyal! ‘?'ﬂer%\PerBss’ltVléereN e|a
million members belong to this :
some 200 booklovers gathered fo :
at the JdP, St HilidadapCol |l 29é&5
di scuss author s, books and readi
Clemence Schultze (past Chair
Pymés owmngidg | iterary tastes

she attributes to her charact

Al exander Popebs words O6What of

we l | expresso6dd, Pymmi an peopl e

remembered guotations t o refl g

themsel ves. Emoti ons ar e deepe

shar p, fant asiyalclanmedd isgtoed tihrsce

and memory. The earlier novel s

sympat hetic to the value of rea

characters (like Dulciebs Miss

6All this reading!d6) render it

Later, however, Pym puts heav

bet ween real i fe andhteraéur

expectations incapable of fuPlgg

consolation in books is c¢hdlnd,f

seeking a present for Marcfﬁ © h

poetry (6nothing modern, of N€o @

wat er . Reading, the author Shpoppe'a

the question of findlngwoornt(z@)ousie

But what a tribute it is t el?a[éreﬂné)rea{ a

through her l'iterary skiIISh??%aq t

relate reading to Iife. ’I\/Iagng rta, P
During the weekend nine talks:
seat-of thaertte | ecture theatre, be
by Bodleyb6s LibrafThenWefiohatd
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http://www.webarchive.org.uk/
mailto:l.mepham@lineone.net

a new hapter ©Owthert hgr eBsoednlgealtaim.m sh evaedreed sti ck and a Gr ea
given by the architect, curTahteorEsx bof vy se®tcatae hcaodl |beecetni opnus
authority on Giles Gilbert Ngtban, dan®Roblhs®Phiolfdgssor 1®D1arr
Mc Cul l och on the Bay Psal m Baroken, which involved the bui
Members attending our conflearegnec ep oinnd sS e patnedmb2e2r nsi hl ceusl do fn out
miss the opportunity of visdaveaergindhiasd0Obeauntéd ulwdbue | dpamge
Further details of t he Lidamgiydeanedd itthse cfao nmteesntt so farteh etic
found online. include a Hydrangea Wal k, Rock
me mber s pl ease not e, an Amer i
Pym in theERbowvynGaesdemsl lias, azaleas and rhodo
by MichaemMagmni Ebment than in Barbarads

Pym ent husi ast whd‘aendjbgsg %r%%tau%?lflu Ctgoarrden

>
s>
o<

o doéshoot® make a point of visiting Exbury

on he edge of the New Forest, magni ficent gardens with

Pym connection

Bar bara was stationed at Exbury House from March to

September 1944, just after getting her commi ssion as a

of ficer in the Wrens. The House had been requisitioned by

Admiralty for the war effort and renamed, as was the pr ac

First it Mastamed ®M&i ngMAanhtdr ed

then HWaweke Third Oof ficer Pym woul d have been

involved in administrative d'ﬁﬁéeéartd)eﬁj?, widh yMigsgtyalliongg

ar mi ng and training of the o erelws, WhpPg thfath 3L g1 8avt hie

amphi bious assaults on mair\llli%@qf’Egvrh%p]etﬂ% Suﬁ&gsﬁréfaﬂ

Second World War. not open to the public.
Anot her splendid attraction |
through one corner of the gar
friend of the Rothschilds who
there is a photograph of her e
a stay with the family.
Barbara is not the only write
The novelist Nevi | Shute was b
one of hRiesqunocewe |féolhS & hWrldm eaki
Wa V) e i s partly set ther e. Bar
Tarant o, Italy, is mentioned i
http:// www. unithistories.com/o

I n May that year Bar bar a Qe oy 6—|anrty EH P Osfhe

was wor king i a |l arge country

i as, azaleas and ﬁg)ﬁpdeeknugz% u-ll\&élulaneg

6in
full of camel | i
and bidJnart e Otsh & taFmtiaing ,Wﬁmeorr 3isAdf tpelra ):teh e Fire

Rot hschil ds

know, l'ived there. It has gui te an i mposing fa-ade, mo
Pall adi an, with a good sweep of grass and a view over to
Il sl e of Wight. o

As at Oxford, Barbara found herself in an environment
where women were heavily outnumbered by men. She told
Henry there was plenty of soci al i f e, with the Wrens ge
so many invitations they hardly knew which ones to accefy
The night before s hfemehraidc abne echancoe a bi g Angl o

at the Village Hall, though she protested that she would
preferred a quiet night in, reading. I would |l ove to knov
went into Southampton, my home khia®g at htehgehQeFtcqmfigreenc
and if she was aware of i t sl otvmrsneactgwmrdsuatzvetlatu]@elret Aaunsc e
Austen | ived there when it BaadbaanafBygmdéesnabVel sptahatHehradho
di sappeared |l ong ago, but btolnksDopphi m Brortkeell,eywh€&€ad i fshre
attended ball s, still standsgree liinkel 9Bdc ¢pli lsphis e YBBamatr a
there with a dashing naval myfsfeilcfer .T hSa kel ywasBarob d rua nd oitg
for writing while at Exbur ymontthhosu gthh asth ef otldlodveHle dr y esahlle elv:
fine idea for a novel aboutPytmhils cplud de | @y dEmsclieH d retivei | gD gnee in
in itéo These included the aCaptysi e My fmrwaturpeesonal ity
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