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arrived in Cambridge at about 3:30 p.m. on Fridafligh Church Anglicanism. Tim has a wonderful ability
I and after a little rest went to Boston for Evenson{®’ mimicry and his ear for accents is perfect

at the Church of the Advent. It was a lovely evening f t er Ti mbs paper, there was
with unseasonably warm weather. Hi gh c¢church, Low church, Agoin
The church is in the English Gothic I : what it all means.

Next wa s Yvonne C

vival style with outstanding stone ¢ ockin
AWHAT | S MY NEXT NOVEL
P

wood carvings, stained glass, and a

of eight bells. The service was v BE?0 In 1955, Bar bar a y
Ahigh, o wi t h Lat wads th her motebook. She knew what

cense. The choir, of which Tom Soj she would like the beginning and the end

is a member, sang beautifully, and to be, Abut what about
gorgeous contralto voice of Pym me 1955, she heard the phone ring in her

ber Rita Phillips rang out from the p church, and that became the beginning.

behind us. During the service, there | A fé There are very few notes and no com-

wel comed our grot [l pkete drddts forghis book, making it dif-

about Barbara Pym, shgets it right The Barbara ficult to trace its development.

And, especially, shegets the churc | PymSociety || Pym wasnoét pleased with
nght someti mes, dis | G | this book, saying that A
Afterwards we went down to the pal | A,.cicon Conferonce || g 00d. 0 Maggi e Parsons
hall, where | particularly noticed t | & . Rush, both from England, read these

dark, polished wood wainscoting go . _";'\M . | reviews and did an excellent job of rec-

most of the way up the walls. We he Seniaes reating the Avoiceso of
delicious dinner and a sumptuous « |~ | | must add here that ydwave tocome to

sert, followed by much reminiscing w

The conference, held in the Barker Center for the Hand humorous.

manities, Harvard University, began on Saturday morfiere, we broke for a boxed lunch. The weather was

ing with introduction by Tom Sopko. He read a memayarm and sunny, a really gorgeous day, so some of us

rial to Ellen Miller and told us that she, singlandedly,

started and ran the North American branch. There g Contents

now between 180 and 190 members of the Barbara Py Report on Spring Conference 1

Society in North America, and about 80 of us were sitt - o) Apout Evensong 3

ting in the room. Clemence Schultze, chairman of thi kronos at Harvard 4

Barbara Pym Society, welcomed us and read froft gt  mar yos, St. Lukeods, et c.
George Herbertos poem, f WHATISMY NEXTNOVEL TO BE? 6 fh the

title A Glass of Blessingsas taken. Aicelibacy of the CI g1lgy has a
Tim Burnett gave the firsg oumn Mot tho.l o St. Luk:
and Great St. Bart 6s: Hi Fashion inA Glass of Blessings 8 |lhen and
Now. 06 Tim recently visit Food'in AlGlass of Blessings 9 Hi || (S
L u k e & &lass of Blessinys, and St. GloDonotl Get Two Comfor tl@b|l e

wi ¢k Sqguar e ExcSlent Womdnang dos- | The Spoken Word 12

pared them today with ho From the ‘Archives 13 me Pymos
novels were written. He also contrasted them with Greg! Diary of a Provincial Pymmite 13

St. Bartodés, his own chur Pym Gleanings l4pjlear in t
Pym novels, but which represents another strand Robert Smith Obituary 15
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ate in the courtyard, sitting on the grass or on benchpgram ended with a showing of several films, includ-
and basking in the sun. ing for the first tiowofEIIl en N

After lunch, we heard EheWideneswhighshedgrogiced in theeprly 19808 t | e d

icCelibacy of the Clergy IawthMssfRuapdMi gse Py @@ @nciied 1 Hut

The Clergy House iA Glass of Blessings. the dayods events.

Eleonore, an expert on Angatholicism, told us that SUnday morning started with K
the AngloCatholic church is the high church movemenfi Donodt Get Too Comfortable: Th
of the Anglican church, %enfd Goweetr Pymed ek Me@! t RoBe Wh
Liddell said, APymdom -i substaptial ﬁbf'd@‘ﬂn@%‘?f henparey I§,0n PAlR-g | o

Cat hol i ¢ c oGathdligs have always gdva In the discussion which followed everybody seemed to

cated celibacy of thhvetobel agreg that Sybilusta wondezful ghgractgro Soidone said

celibate today, according to rules passed at an earlikat Pym had an ambivalent view of marriage. | won-

time. However, marriage is frowned on. dered about how Wilmet and Rodney would do in the

future because their marriage seemed so banal.

The final event of the conference was a reading of
iARemembering Scampi, o0 Tom Sopk
tized extracts mainly concerning Wilfred Bason frém

Glass of BlessingsThe cast included Scott Herrick,

Clemence Schultze, Martin Rush, Tim Burnett, Tom

Sopko, Dan DiPietro, Ted Poland and Yvonne Cocking

The characters were portrayed to great comic effect.

There was much | aughing out I
trayal of Wil metds inner voice
o Mr. Bason perfectly.
Photograph by Gloria Nakamura The reading started with the meeting in the churchyard
The next paper wasA @& dof V\allllm%t an Frsqumesnwhﬁ:n he was looking for a

Blessings © presented jointly hOB'S ke be- I\‘Ff:exé wa %eav%ollnci:er_gul scer&eeogvlvnlm%tg
. P : an oHneyos visit to theYCler
with food, and Sandra Goldstein with fashion. . A

as Wil f Basonb6s guests. Then,

Laura began by saying that food and fashion are twepergé eggMr. Coleman coming to tell Wilmet about

recurrent themes in Pym, who could be inspired by ig theft, her meeting with Bason in the supermarket, and

pair of shoes or a piece of cake. DulcieNim Fond Re- {he return of the egg. The play ended in the antique

turn of Love eats what she likes and is fundamentally &hop/tea room where the Forsyths met Bason again, and

peace with herself. She is the most Pjia character in - \yjjmet, reflectinlg on the reinstallment of Mrs. Green-

her food choices. I'n Pym@gs| noyvglsnpnef @@‘érﬁ’?s Helten wseod

the world through food like scampi, escargots, and cQflg d 9 when Bason was there.

au vin, but Birddés Cust a_lrhdaudg?eﬂcwdhe redisl nrgcﬁataon itﬁ CaBritalt and th
pink iced buns that Wi | mel?aus'egﬁagr\?d ¥sgr?e%|utésg\1vo% ?ﬁ%re}’gt\/%c%l |
are the preferred foods of the plebeian Fr. Bode h ) o '
whom Sole Véronique would be wasted. We thanked Tom and his helpers for organizing the con-

Sandra Goldstein spoke next and said that, like Wilm f?rence, and thehthe gooeb y e s . lt6s hard to

,ifllpndship and camaraderie of a weekend of being en-

Pym had an abiding passion for clothes. She was Xeloped in Pym World.

and nicelooking and always loved clothes, even whe
she was older. She likes to tell you what her heroines
wear. To illustrate the fashions of the time, Sandra
showed us photos of AThe N
and Hardy Amies, and other contemporary styles, and
displayed clothes of the period from her own collection.

Next came a tea and coffee break with wonderful cakes
baked by Laura enough for 80 people!- among

y Dior

them sponges fas | ight as ¢ ~/ich cakes
with strawberry and | emon N isticky gi
ger cakeo Barbara ate when pbord David
Cecil.

Following this delightful break, Dr. Isabel Stanley led a i g
d Batker Atriund Photograph by Leland Scruby

group discussion oA Glass of Blessingg nd t he
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All About Evensong Anglican chant, which was invented during the Eng-
by Tom Sopko lish Reformation and is similar to Gregorian chant in
that most of the words of each verse are sung to the

The Anglican services odamoffégesvedfaMeecni ndgandne,

Evening Prayer have their roots in the worship obf varying length and meter. But unlike Gregorian
monastic communities in the middle ages, whose menghant, Anglican chant is in foyrart harmony, and
bers chanted prayers at regular intervals throughout thgost of the chants have four sections. This mirrors the
day. These complicated services, sung in Latin to elab@arallel structure of Hebrew poetry: each verse is di-
rate Gregorian chant tunes, were not designed to be Wided into two halves, and the verses are in pairs, with
derstood or participated in by lay people. During th€ 16the second verse answering the first. Longer psalms
century English Reformation a deliberate effort wasare often sung to more than one chant setting.

made to simplify the Daily Office so that both clergy,, angjo-catholic churches, the quintessentially Eng-

and laity could participate. The eight daily monastigsh seryice of Evensong is often followed by Benedic-
prayer services were reduced to two in the Englis

h h o K ¢ on of the Blessed Sacrament, a ceremony dating back
churchos new Boo 0 Co MMOKe 1 Eefitdry Which wa8 SpBclfidhify banfhed ¥y® '
was drawn from the services called Matins, Lauds an e English Reformers byt which. fike marg/ ancient

Prime (Mormning Prayer wag;gidfailes, fds relnfoluced M8 the Andlica®
England) and Evening Prayer combined the services %urch by the D century ihigh

’ ! P = *

Photograph courtesy of J Bailey

Vespers and Compline. Both include a collection o©
fixed prayers and Biblical texts combined with cycles o
readings from the Psalms and the Old and New Tes
ments. The services, often still read using the magni
cent Elizabethan English of Thomas Cranmer, t
Archbishop of Canterbury from 1532 to 1555, are co
ducted daily in many Anglican churches.

When characters in Barbara Pym novels speak of goi
to evensong, they usually mean a simple weekday s€Z
vice that is, paradoxically, not sung at all but rather E-H maeed
aloud by a priest or lay perso@horal evensong, where [
the service is actually sung by a cantor and choir, w;
confined to British cathedrals and college chapels th sty

had resident choirs of men and boys until the laté 1.

century, when it became widespread on Sundays in par-

ish churches as well. Musical settings for the service

have been devised by great English composers since the

Tudor era. The only mention of music in the 1662 Book

of Common Prayer is in the orders for Morning and

Evening Prayer: Al n Quires and Pl aces where they
here followeth the Anthem. o

Psalmody is an important part of evensong. A different
portion of the Psalter is said or sung every day accord-
ing to a fixed schedule. The psalms are usually sung to

S

n

church
Movement. Benediction involves the display of a con-
secrated communion host in a special vessel called a
monstrance. The sacrament is treated with great rever-
ence and is venerated with elaborate ceremonies, spe-
cial chants and incense. The priest blesses the congre-
gation with the consecrated host.

ng,
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KronosatHarvard i ed. He exhibited at the 1893
sition in Chicago, and later served as curator of ancient

he Conference proceedings took place this yearand modern sculpture at the Metropolitan Museum of
the Thompson Room of thea r v ar d U nArtineNevs Yoitk €i.s
Barker Center for the Humanitie®nce part of the

Freshman Union. On 3tDecember 1906 the following %

article appeared in thdarvardCrimsonnewspaper:

A large bejeweled egg Fabergt/le egg had pride of
place in the wine bar at the Friday night dinner, and
ﬁysteriously appeared in various locations in the
e'I‘hompson Room during the conference. (Fr. Thames
n\g{;\s unconcerned, sure that it would return to his study
. . . : entually.) The mixeanedia egg, commissioned espe-
Room. Mr. W. C. Lan&l, Librarian of the University, cially for the conference, was fabricated in the atelier of

announced the gift and briefly described its significanc%Opko & Cie of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and has

The statue is a plaster model of a colossal figure exhi§een donated to a private collector in London.
ited at the ParAmerican Exposition at Buffalo in 1901.

Kronos is represented with ostretched wings, sym- g
bolic of the apparently swift flight of time, but standing
on the back of a turtle, as significant of its slow pro
gress. The face is covered with a veil, emblematic |
mystery.
According to the plaque on the base, "Kronos (Timg
with veiled face, moves forward inevitably whether o
swift wing or at the pace of a turtle. He holds in hi
hands all things that we know.

Statue of "Kronos" Unveiled in Union
At the reception to Freshmen in the Union last night,
statue of "Kronos," designed by F. E. Elwell, and pr
sented to the Union by A. F. ElwdlD and S. B. Elwell
10, was unveiled in the southwest corner of the Livi

Photograph by Leland Scruby

Francis Edwin Elwell (1858922) was an American
sculptor born in Concord, Massachusetts. He received
his first instruction in
ter, Abigail May Alcott. In 1881 he moved to Paris to
study at the Ecole des BeaBixts and later privately
with Alexandre Falguiére. Elwell later studied under
Daniel Chester French and shared a studio with him in

A

New York City. Elwello6s wor I éfph&lg?igﬁa?(aﬁraand var -

Al cott os
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St . Mar yos, St . L fiprierd iHFaith havezpsieqfor gy of grgyefto S ¢
e . consider the futdre for traditional Catholic parishes such
Barts.nghChurchlnLondon, as ours in the |ight of the Po

Then and Now into full communion with the C
by Tim Bunett In Excellent Womena less churchy novel thah Glass

i i of Blessings M|Idre(ii |ves in a fAsha
he AngleCat hol i ¢ Parlshessgf try ank, |hetohs 3\Afrongé side
wick Square in Pimlico, and All Saints NomngdeﬂmtelynotB el gravia.o Mildred had ¢

Hill in North Kensington are depicted by Barbara as cause it was “Highb. Wh e n

Ma r y &scellenhWomeand as SAGI&sskNaaépsi er" about the churiwith he exec

of Blessings music and incense? Oh, | should like that. | hope it is the

What do we know about Sthestjulhé®s9y fNhtewaes? dlarike lainedve i
warm inside the church and there was a strong smell@éfo zens of gl amorous acol ytes c‘)
incense. 0 Wil met attends dred, renemberny Teedy Eemonnaur Madter ¢f Cere- c hur ¢
hall which gives her a chance to assess the differanbnies, with his rough curly hair and anxious face, and
strands in the | ife of t higtrogpafrweHdriled, tobghl @Kk ii cg dl itthtel d alyo
had arranged themsel ves arenerylhnicetgbdd Boysgbutpertassé§ou Shoukligeto aw a s
old Mrs Beami shé surr oun &ensingtbrychwea if yoa want te $ed glamoryus bce-d i e s
inyellowishb r own fur coatsé -I| ywtlesw. moticed two well

dressed mddeged women with ag, }hé’ #if Sundhy ih LA latended the 10.30 am
three were chinless, wi thg I |asrhgeM§§§ stecrayt i %aﬁpﬁéﬁss,
the middle of the room sigaeadihegsthrseey chied® Ymdr e Py mi :
Ceremonial is important Saints. $Here Was kverdah eldeydddy ith @long bldcks al s
an important issue. Mary Beamish, shortly before reéur coat with matching beret. Everything was in im-
vealing to Wilmet that Father Ransome has proposedritaculate order, and the congregation was overwhelm-
her, exclaims, Al mean, indly whiteahddmiddle clas$) tDéspito kvidab Mildredt o hav
a married priest at St L kdepsOsaying about the ugliness of its interior, the

= church is a fine one, very wide and light. As at All
Saints, the Mass stuck pretty closely to the text of Com-
mon Worship, but St Gabriel 6s
Forward in Faith parish, appeared to be further from
Rome. There was no mention of the Pope.

How do the contemporary parishes compare with those

that inspired Barbara Pym? It is clear that All Saints has

gone down in the world, socially speaking, while St
Gabrields has come wup. Sout h F
respectable. All Saints, on the other hand, as described

by Barbara, was then the really rather grand parish. It is,

On the first Sunday in Lent | went to All Saints Nottingof course, one of the nobler aspects of Anglo

Hill. On the inside of the cover of the service sheet fgatholicism that its churches were very often built in
written AAIIl Saints Not tdepfiwd disirigts, bringingchgauty ¢onthosg fwhoehady | a n d
Diocese of London / Aorward in FaithP ar i s h @caessttchverylittle. With the passage of time the demo-
Vision for Unity and Tr ug@rapbiccanchangd.er t he Episcopal Care
of the Bi s hdawaa fin Fathi$ dnaom. 0 ‘

ganisation representing that wing of Anglatholicism
which objects strongly to the ordination of women as
priests, let alone bishops, and is not too keen on gays
either. They are headed up by John Broadhurst, Suffra-
gan Bishop of Fulham.

The Vicar, Father John Brownsell S$8ociety of the
Holy Cross] is a splendidly Pymian figure with a large
stomach under his chasuble, on top of which he could
rest his joined hands, and an upper class accent. That
was about all that r emai Aéngjoreoncem afrApgkfiatholios whicd featges inL uk e 6 s
The congregation was about 80% black, including tHée novels and continues today is that of the Apostolic

assistant priest, and it was clear that the parish was §atccession. Fdforward in Faithnowadays, only males

well endowed. The real sting, however, came in the taihay be validly ordained to the priesthood and episco-

fiour bishops (presumabl y pageR@mAnNgiega tt tholsiec st hian Barhlearea so

Photograph by Gloria Nakamura
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was the Church of South India, the result of the union of WHAT IS MY NEXT NOVEL

churches of varying traditions, Anglican, Methodist,

Congregational, Prebyterian and Reformed. TO BE? ]

I attend Great St Bart hol omewds. It dbcyt,ygqneqcoﬁk}mﬂear in
Barbarads works, but it Yyn1®ct Bbherealbisng Bas bae R’ ymn
ing another strand of High Church Anglicanism. Th finished my fourth novel about the anthropolo-

Parish, being within the City of London, is RONg i st s. o Havi-regewbdaoveld poblishesl we | |
residential, the congregation coming from all over Lonp the previous four years, Barbara embarked on her
don. They are overwhelmingly midetdass. The parish fifth with no misgivings about its acceptance by her
is very well endowed and funded, and the services a@iplisher, but also with no clear idea of a subject. In

truly magnificent. The text of the service is in the statelmay the following year she wrote in her notebook, in
language of the Book of Common Prayer, except that 5 pital letters, iWHAT IS MY NE

when parts of the service are sung to settings by tpen
great composers they are in the original Ldtias, in-

deed, is the Nicene Creed. There is, however, no pr
lem with women priests, and the Rector got into terribl%D
hot water with the Bishop of London for blessing the

union of two gay priests in a service that was dang
ously close to the marriage service. The strand of Hi
Church Anglicanism to which we adhere is, | believ

answer she writes, Alt can
dpe telephone bell in a church, and end with a flame

ringing up on Easter Saturday in the dark church ...

ut what about the middl e?0

t hat called AAffirming C pts 1 ib
eral theology and the ordination of women, and has p

gressive attitudes towards homosexuality. It is thus ve

di fferent from Al Saint I beli
that we are very unli kel igo over
Ro me 0.

The Barbara Pym Society
201062011

Chairman: Clemence Schultze

Membership Secretary:Eileen Roberts
Secretary: Lorraine Mepham

Committee: Kathy Ackley, Rosamond Cleal,

A ' .
Deborah Fisher, Chris Rutherford, .

Tom Sopko, Alex Ward, Photograph by Gloria Nakamura
Michael Wilson

Commissioning Editor, Green Leaves:
Jean Harker

Archivist: Yvonne Cocking

Society correspondence and queries to:
Eileen Roberts

Barbara heard a telephone ring in St. Mary Aldermary
church on 8 April 1955. The telephone call and specu-
lation on its naturé a hostess asking one of the priests
to luncheon or a cocktail party, perhdpsnade an ar-
resting starting point foA Glass of Blessings.

The Barbara Pym Society In the Pym Archive in the Bodleian Library there is only
St. Hildads Colleg¢ one small notebook relating to
Oxford, OX4 1DY Lime Tree Bowero (afterwards c
Tel: 01865 373753 ingsod).
(Outside the UK) 44 1865 373753 This notebook begins with a scene in a church
E-mail: eileen.roberts@stildas.ox.ac.uk ilt could be a lunch time mass
In North America congregation of office workers glad of the opportunity
North American Organizer: Tom Sopko to fulfil their religious duties without too much incon-
Treasurer/Membership Secretary:Judy Horn venience, and to hear, through the incense and the Sanc-
Recording Secretary:Cindy Lacey tus bell the shrill whine of t
Board: Kathy Ackley, Barbara Boles, Then she outlines a plot, a scene alternating between
Donna Safreed, Sarah Saville Shaffer, London and the Riviera, in which an Anglican vicar,
Isabel Stanley, Diane C. Thompson taking over temporarily from a chaplain in France,
Technical Editor, Green Leaves:Judy Horn brings a party from his own parish; some unpleasantness
E-mail: barbarapymsociety@gmail.com arises between his group and the resident congregation.
Pym Website:www.barbarapym.org This theme, however, was not pursued.
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Next she considers some characters. AiCel i bacy of t he Clerg
i The niaarwidewt ooperhaps even divorced ... 39 Been our Motto. O

years old, has lost her husband in the war and now

grown used to her state.o Shleh@olCdsehkgy aHausg oxf p &
'ishers and printers of learned books pyEleondréBibgre of tl
in the department, two women, one man. Miss Enright

who has never married; I, who had married but had no[ . he alkpervasive influence of the Anglican church

borne children, and Piersl ldngriddge,i ngdrivieAiGEada rige Odu
he had a degree ... Perhaps the narrator falls in love wilessings, which she originally calledThe Clergy

Piers. o House,is richly churchy. The plot of the novel revolves

round the parish of St Lukeds

Fr. Thames, vicar of the church in question, is thougﬁ} :
: L stead ofrectory, vicarage or parsonagesome Angle
to have been based on Fr. Twisady, the-lialicar of Catholics use t¥1e ter gl gy k?ouse)rpgresbytery 9

All Saints Church, Notting Hill, which also has a clergy

house. Initially reserved, Wilmet gradually makes the acquaint-
f the three <c| ergymen, of
The new curate was at ffE%fogoFamthrerry Tahnamoeljsn,S'“%'n%ialbdl,eod

wife, who leaves him for somebody else. Later he was

to be frather twansnggueoven 18IS FRB NSO n e o
tnoiR;)rr;/e, og to marry, or to enter a religious COMMYS the clergy house is Wilf Bason, a man of aesthetic

) ) _ i interests and a gourmet cook for the priests.
After starting as a widow or divorcee, Wilmet soon

emerges asthe Anglmat hol i ¢ wi fe,- wit
church husband, an agnostic motiretaw, and a com-
fortable and idle |life styl:

Wilfred Bason was first conceived as Edward Herbert
Gossage,amalecobtko usekeeper of O6ge
Barbara crossed out this name, and evidently ditched the
6gentle birthd as wel | . But g
occurred to her quite early.

Some characters are changed little from their first intro-
duction. Piers, who has some likeness to an Oxford ac-
guaintance, was a preogader from the start. Keith who

is described as fAa friikend
crew cut and windcheater. o
splendid little woman on committees, blood donor,
church warden. Perhaps with an elderly mother who

as a petty

) . . Photograph by Gloria Nakamura
di es, then she is |iberated, o

Actual incidents in Barb ,th%ghéjrchpfI.—‘fnglanq).tpetogligatiogéo %’ & e mbed-
e cle atholics

ded in her plots. One in this novel was the giving rgy was abolished in 1549, but Anglat _

blood. (She was Rhesus Negative). Another was thave always advpcated celibacy. The strong, ideological
Portuguese lessons. After a holiday in Portugal, Barbdf@'™m that Catholic clergy _ShOUId not marry is exeressed . .
records her Afirst Portu'%‘eepg‘%locéfggg'%tplikri‘ﬁigén%%mrlmetgte'
Miss Prideaux6s mauve car geﬁ'%grf"m Fehngtifar sfery ohﬁgqlter Bofh Father, ¢ ¢ o
a jumble sale can be compared with the notebook ent@MeS, the priest, and Bason, the layman, are staunch

AAt the Womends Univer si pupporess ofithe colpagy of the clergy, When Eatherc 5 ¢ .

son wearing a dress that | sent to the jumble sale sofg@"SOMe announces his marriage to Mary Beamish,
tmeagoiand very nice it | o oBAson gomments on the shock this has caused at the

| er house: ACel i bac of the
After many changes of name, the main characters of tge gy y

- X ur motto. 0
novel are established. The notebook ends with Father ) )
Ransome going to lodge with the Beamishes. There dfe "Umber ~of ~details in the no\
no notes about later developments in the book. Barb##3d novels are linked in a complex way. The authentic

must surely have written several drafts, but they ha\ﬁé)rtrait of the AngleCatholic milieu is mainly based on
not survived. er church crawls with her friend Robert Smith. Pym

treats the subject with her distinctive blend of detached
A Glass of Blessingappeared on 14 April 1958 to )

humour and subtle irony.
mainly lukewarm reviews, but Robert Liddell and Philip y

Larkin both praised it highly, and their opinion wouldSummary of a paper given at the North American Con-
have compensated for any lack for warmth from othersference, 28 March 2010. Full text available on
www.barbarapym.org.
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Fashion inA Glass of Blessings on a Surrey roadside.” She appears to take just as much
. pleasure in the spectacle of the occasion as in the occa-
by Sandra Goldstein sion itself.

W ilmet Forsyth, the central characterAnGlass |nvited to tea by Piers, Wilmet sets out in an elated
of Blessings{ells us: "I always take trouble mood on a sunny day in May: "l wore a dress of deep
with my clothes, and being tall and dark | usually marcorakcoloured poplin, very simple, with a pair of coral
age to achieve some kind of distinction. Today I was iand silver earrings, and a bracelet to match... | felt at my
pale coffee brown with touches of black and coral jewbest now and wondered if people were looking at me as
ellery." Like Wilmet, the young Barbara Pym was tall passed them." She suffers a crushing blow when she
and goodooking, and when she went up to Oxford inmeets Keith and realizes it is he, in his "absurd" jeans
1931 she indulged what her friend Hazel Holt called aind tartan shirt, who is the object of Piers' affection.
"abiding passion” for clothes. Here is Pym's breatFor a while her mood is subdued and she even confides

Iessly enthusiastic description of an evening at a fas{a; Mary that "perhaps it's one's demeanour rather than
ionable Oxford restaurant: "Went out to dinner at thgne's dress that matters."

George with Harry...I wore blue lace with three real In Pym's view, clothes do oft proclaim the woman. The

ore elegantly dressed characters are more confident
and attractive to men than the dowdy ones. To Barbara
Pym they also reflected character and personality, they
conveyed a way of life, and with the right clothes one's
life could go right too. But Barbara Pym's characters'
lives, like her own, are not as tvadmensional as a fash-
ion photograph ivogue Dowdy Mary Beamish, who
has not found it necessary to change her appearance,
sums it up when she tells Wilmet: "Life is perfect now!
I've everything | want. | keep thinking it's like a glass of
blessings."

red roses pinned on to the front. Also my long crystal
earrings and makap to match the roses. Very nice!"

Summary of a paper given at the North American
Conference, 20th March 2010. Full text available
onwww.Barbarapym.org

Photograph by Gloria Nakamura

A Glass of Blessings set in the 1950s, a time of new
beginnings and affluence in Britain. Wilmet, alway:
immaculately dressed, exemplifies the elegance a
sophistication that returned to fashion after wartinr
austerity. One cannot imagine Wilmet ever dressir
casually, likeLess Than AngelsCatherine Oliphant
who liked "flatheeled shoes and loose jackets,'EaF
cellent Womes Helena Napier, "gaily dressed in cordu
roy trousers and a bright jersey." At the opposite e
treme, Keith's "black jeans and a blue tartan shin
which Wilmet found "absurd," represents the emergen
of a fashion cult for young people, influenced by Amer
can styles.

Pym describes clothes not only as amusing vignett
but as keys to character and personality. Wilf Basol
transformed appearance in his antique teashop unc
lines his innate silliness.: "He had grown a bearbg
shaped...to match his face and was wearing a loose
blue smock, corduroy trousers and sandals." Mioo
Prideaux, in her oldashioned hat and jumble sale cardi-

Green Leaves, Spring 2010, pa&je
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